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CON UHENMION AC. ^
SPEECH OF MK. CALHOUN, .HT

Him
or SOUTH CAROLINA, j.

/a lie bowair, AfarrA 16, 1846.On the rreolutrona ansa

giving notice to Grnra Britain of the abrogation jn tl
of Ilia contention of joint occujiancjr. t. (

Mr. CALHOUN, being entitled to the door, roee

and addrewed the Senate. our

The question under eoiieiderntion ie, whethornotice ahali be given to Great Britain, that the lo

convention of jeHM occupancy between ue and her f" "

1 UiO f.Id of Uto year. io met !*»'
quaelion, ana thane immediately growing out of it,
I ohall confine my remark*. 1 ahall oay nothing
in reference to the title to Oregon. Hating been "T 11

connected with the negotiation in its early stagee, ain~

tl would be indelicate on my part to discuss the 'luit
subject of title. I shall alwiain from all personalities "" *

ana eeerything calculated to wound the fee'ings of butt
others; but shall express myself freely, fully, and cflnc
candidly on nil snb|«eis on which 1 may touch, in 8ucl
the course of rav remarks. With these prefatory h*"
obeervaiioAe, I shall proceed at ones to the discus- Eng
aeon of the question of notice. There ie one point
la which all must be agreed; that a great change J
has taken place since the commencement of tins P"rt
session in reference lo nouce, in its bearings "her
upon the question of peace and war. At that lime,
notice was s question of the first magnitude, on the
decision of which, to all appearance, depended the lh® '

Question of peace or war; but now it is one of com- ,n ,h

jwratively minor importance, and may be decided 7**''
liber way, without any decisive effect on tilher. 'hn ll

The epuae of thia change will be explained in the
eouiaa of my reamrks. So great, indeed, haa been 10 "*

tbe change, that it haa not only rendered inapplica- P*
bie the reaaon urged in the meaaage, recommending imP°
notice to be giren, hut hee altered materially the
posrtieo of the Executive and that of (he aereral parUeamthe Senate to which it haa giren origin, aa 1 an *(
hall next proceed to ahow. tern'

That the recommendation ofthe meaaage ia found- tnthi
d on the conrieiion that there waa no hope of com- O'
prom tee of the diAc <hta* growing out of the Ore- noaar

C question, ia too clear to admit of any rational woul
bt. lta language ia expraea. It etaiea in to 'on?

manv worda the conviction, that no compromiae opP01
eould be effected which ought to be accepted. On poller
that conviction it announces, that the offer which had 10 Pri
bean made to the British minister to settle the con- 'alter
troverey on the 49ih parallel of latitude had Ween ,tle ''

withdrawn after its rejection, and our title to the
whole asserted. On the am conviction, it recom- *ar>
mend* to Congreee to give the notice in order to an- territi

nul the convention, with the view to remove all itn- pt*r'
pedi nenta to (he assertion of our right to the whole ,n mi

of the territory. Aaauming, then, that there would "fhti
be no compromiae, it infurma ue, that at the expire- ,xc*4

lion of the twelve monihs a period would arrive ^rita
Vhen our title to tbe territory mutt be abandoned error

or firmly maintained; and that neither our honor nor '*'r*
Mr (nimn would permit ua to abandon it in other ""P"*
words, that we mult than amen our exclusive aov- the

raigntyi to tha whole, to tha exclusion of thnt of terrlt

Great Br tain, unlem tha latter should, in tha in-1 v|eW

tarvaLabandon its claims to tha territory. Through- fnulli
o«U tbe. whole recooimendation there is not the It
augbtael intimation that any compromiae ir expect ofou
eoT On the contrary, the very opposite is eon- unwi
auiody assumed. circu
' But it ia alleged, that the reeaone for believing that judfi
that could bo no compromiae wee derived from the trioti
evidence which the negntietion itself furnished, and eond
especially by the rejection of the offer to eompro- Oalli
miae oil 49°. Such I admit to be the case, and also recti
that it may be fliirly inferred, if England should re- natet
new on her part the proposition rejected by her min- be hi
liter, or one auosiartiany ine same, our executive uow
would accept the offer, and Betile by compromise been
the conflicting claims to the territory. But the ter h
message intimates nowhere the slightest expectation tion
that suchflkn offer would be made, or, if made, that have
any compromiae could be effected. notic
Such is the view which I have been constrained vidm

to take, after a moat careful and candid examina- caus
tion of the portion of the meaaage recommending no- ion,
tice; and auch, I infer, is the view taken by the por- to w
tian of the Senate who believe our title to the whole 8n
territory to be clear and unquestionable. On no meni
other view, can their warm and decided support of mem
notice be explained. They not only believe thet cupa
our title ia clear and unquestionable to the whole, sumi
but also that the honor of the country demands that erem
it should be asserted and maintained by an appeal then
to arms without the surrender of any part. Acting affec
on this conviction, it is manifest that tney can only ken
support notice on the belief that it would not lead to ence

compromise. On the opposite, they would be com- p,
pelled to oppose it. nn|y

Such, also, would seem to be the view taken of anj
the message by the community at large at the lime, c|eBr
if we may judge from the tone of the public press, ^aa
or what perhaps is a still truer index.the conduct a|so
of our intelligent business men. The message had not^
a mdst decided effect in that respect. Slocks of t^e
vary description fell, marine insurance rose, com- contl
mercial pursuits were suspended, and our vessels re- com|raained inactive at the wharves, 0f ,h
Such alto was the viety taken by a great majori- pron

ty of that portion of the Senate who were opposed ve|0.
to giving notice, and among whom I include my- (v,n.
self. We opposed it on grounds directly the reverseof those, on which those who believed our ence
rights to the whole territory to be cleer and unques- whic
tionable supported it. They supported notice, be- me ,
cause they believed there neither ought to be, or .jvel
would be, any compromise. We, on the contrary, "lon
opposed it because we believed there might be, and retj0
might to be, compromise. They opposed com- .lvc
promise because, as has been stated, they believed £|<.Br
our title to be perfect to the whole; while we aup- re
ported, it because we believed the title of neither to to uf
the whole to be clear and indisputable; and that the loml
controversy might be adjusted by a fair partition of re:pc
the territory. With such impression, we believed lcrplthat two such powerful and enlightened countries gn($
as the United States and Great Bntian, would not f)rnr
resort to arms to settle a controversy which might .ulln
be peacefully and honorably settled by negotiation |s
ana compromise. brPr1

Entertaining this opinion, we were compelled to eg-tc
oppose notice, because it was necessary to prevent matl
an appeal to arms, and insure the peaceful settle- jg .
mentof the question. By defeating it, a breathing
time would at least be afforded tn both parties for
calm and mature reflection, under the influence of
which, it was hoped, that negotiation might lie renewed,and the difference honorably compromised. nrra

Or, in case that ahonld fail, things might remain as nrra

thsy hsre been without a resort to lorte. In that
esse, the teiritorv would he left open lo emigration, "

and the question, to whom it should ultimately be- ne?*
long, would be decided by settlement end colnniza- I0"1
lion, unless Qreat Britain should give notice on her P0"
part, in order to prevent it. If she should, we w''y
would at least gain the advantange of transferring """

the responsibility from us to her, should war en- ll'<e
ana. Yei"

Another portion of the Senate appeared to be in ^fawr both of compromise and notice. Their views ('ref
were not explicitly expressed; but, as far as they °'l|
were developed, they, too, seemed to think that our
title waa not ao perfect aa to exclude an honorable r-*n

compromise; ana appeared to anticipate it in oppo- 0P*'
sition to the message in recommending it on the
three following grounds: hirst, on the ground of
the general declaration of the President in the hitler r*"'

perl of the meeesgr, that he hoped an amicable ar- ",,c;
rangement may be made ofthe question indispute. in w(1'
connexion with a declaration of Mr. Buchanan to the wl''

I' tame effort, in one of his letters to Mr Pskenham. P*®1
" lite impoaeible for me, with every disposition to
h support the recommendation of the President in It

fsvor of notice, to concur in the opinion that a settl
mere general expression of the kind, sod insisted on oral
in another portion of the message, even when hocked oect

- by s similar declaration of ths Secretary of 8>ate, that
v csuld be fcirly eonetrund to overrule the opinion of tl
' clearly end explicitly expreeeed by the message war

in recommendtn» nonce, that no compromise which ma}
ought to be accepted coald he efTectsd. 1 eannot thet
admit of such a construction, not only because I aa«
think it unreasonable,but because I regard the duty of imp
the President, imposed by the constitution, to reeom- and
mad reassures to Congress aa one of a solemn of c

important character, and that it ought to be
oraied with the utmost candor and sincerity,
)g addressed to a co-ordinate department of the
ernment, it ought to express plainly and exitlyhta rrasoits and motivee for recommending
measure, omitting none which he regards aa l

eriel, and inserting none bui such as he beliaree I

ht to have an influence upon the deliberations of (

igreas. It ought to be free front the suspicion <

eing diplomatic. To admit the contrary, would I
rfiy all confidence between the iegiaiaiire and I

culive deportments to tbe great detriment of <

government. With these impressions, It would I

o disparage the character of the President for l

10 concur in the construction. c

'he next ground taken by the portion of the Sen- I
referred to is, that notice is recommended to i

;iven by the message, not with the view of i

ng power to tbe President to assert our rights to i

whole territory, but as a moral weapon, to en- i

compromise. 1

o this construction I have the same difficulty in c

nting as to the preceding. There is nothing t
le language of the recommendation to authorise i

>i the contrary, every word u. contains looks t

resely, aa has been staled, to the enforcement of r

rights to the territory on the expiration of the f
w. To give a contrary interpretation would be c

vs a diplomatic character to the massage, and
ibjact to ah the objections whirh have been a

"IK"'"' But adtutting that it was intended, a

teged, as a moral weapon to effect compro- i,Fwould ask, how could that be effected, but p
isingit as the means to intimidate Great Brit- s

-to inumtdale, by telling her, that aha must c

the territory within the year, or be expelled at ti

x pi ration by force. And what would that be, n

in appeal to her fear wnh the hope of extorting a

eMtofmi which her reason had refused lo yield.- <:

I an appeal in ruse of a feeble nauoii would be I
rdout; but with one as great and powerful aa a

land, instead of a weapon lo enforce a cotnpro- d
l, it would lie one calculated lo defeat ILfi
he remaining reason for voting notice on the fi
of the senators referred to, is of a very different b
acter. It objects to the convention itself, and tt

emns the poliey of entering into either that of ®

or 1897, on the ground that instead of being c

neani of securing and perpetuating our rights t!
e territory, they have had the very reverse ef- '

0 weaken, instead of strengthening our title to

rrttory. My opinion, I must say, is precisely b
ppoaua. It would, indeed, have bean desirable ti

ive settled it then by a compromise on the 49th (I
lei of latitude; but that, as is well known, was 0
issible at the time. The offer, in fact, was tl
1 on our aide, but rejected on the part of Groat if

in. The reaction left no other alternative but <*

ipeal to arms, or a surrender of our rights to the °

ory, or to enter into the convention. To do b
ng would have been to aequiaace in the claims cl
-eat Britain, whoae subjects were then in actual n<

lesion. Her possession being adverae to ours, *f<

d have been gradually maturing, through the hi
intervening period, into too perfect a title to be
«ed by ottre. To avoid that, we were com- th
I to resort to force, or enter into a convention sc

sserve our rights. We wisely preferred the b<
, and the conventions of 1818 and 1827 were b<

onaeqnenca of that preference. They were en- qi
into for the two-fold objects, aa substitutes for rt

and the means of preserving our rights to the m

Dry, as they then stood, unimpaired. To ap- pi
ate the wisdom of the poliey, It must be borne di
nd that at that time our means of asserting our w

t to the territory or ofacquiring possession were th
idingly limited, compared to those of Great o<

in, but_lhat they were steadily and rapidly in- g<
ing. i noM wno naa me mann^nnem 01 «r- in

(thai period wisely relied upon time and the pi
spread of population in a western direction, ae at

taana ultimately of acquiring possession of the ti

ory, and entered into the convention with a gt
of preserving our rights unimpaired until they to

operaM with fall effect. tx
is but too common of late to condemn the acta *'

>r predecessors, and to pronounce them unjust, w

se, or unpatriotic, from not adverting to the w

mstances under which they acred. Thus to '

b, is to do greet injustice to the wise end pa- ln

e men who preceded us. In this case, it is to '
emn such men as Monroe, Rush, Clay, and ^

ttin.all of whom have had an agency in di-
(ig or conducting the negotiations which termi- w

I in the adoption ofthese conventions. It would "

»rd to pronounce men like them to haw been
ise or unpatriotic in what they did, or to have '*
so because President Jackson, and others af- !r

im, acquiesced for many years under the operaofthe convention of 1827, when they could Vl

terminated it at aojr time by giving a year's "

le. i nave not namru vuc iui»v piiruiiiciM mur
si concerned in directing these negotiations, be- n

e hie course on this occasion has, in my opinNincelledany previous credit in that connexion M

hich he would have been otherwise entitled. P
ich was the state of things at the commence- lc

t of the session, when the President recom- M

led notice to be given to terminate the joint ocncy;and such the position and grounds needby the several portions of the Senate in ref- v

ce to the notice. Since then,as has been stated, r<

i has been a great change, which hts materially ei
ted the question of notice, nnd the position ta- v

by the different portions of the body in refer- li
to it, as I shall next explain. n

iblic opinion has had time to develop itself, not 'I
on this, but on the other side of the Atlantic; (i
that opinion has pronounced most audibly and "

ly in favor of compromise. The development 0

l>een going on not only in the community, but 11

in this body; and I now feel that I hazard
ing in saying, that a large majority of g
Senate is in favor of terminating the c

roveray by negotiation, and an honorable n

promise. And what is very material, the opinion o
e British government on the subject nf com- g
lise has been more clearly and specifically de- t|
3ed than when the message was transmitted to il
gress; so much so that there is ground to hope n

it is prepared to adjust the difference in refer- t<
to the territory substantially on the basis

:h was offered by the President. It seems to j,
mpossible that any other construction can be j,
i to what Sir R. Peel said in reply to the ques j
put to him by Lord John Russel. His decla- R
n was made under circumstances calculated to j(
it great weight. The object of making it was n
ly riot to censure the aole and very faithful 0
isentative of Great Britain in this country, but |(
le the occasion to give assurance that he is ready n
ikea compromise substantially on the basiaofths .
ted ofTer. I trust sincerely that such in the in- .,
-station which our government has put upon it; [,
that, regarding it as a direct step towards com- p
nise, it nas met it with a step on our part, by
iblr instructions to our minister in that country. |(
to be hoped that a communication has already |,
transmitted to that effect, which may have the

it of removing what would seem to be the only r
rial difficulty in the way of an ad justment; that
/hich ahall make the first aiep towards resuming r

negotiation. Jj
a things now s'and, I no longer ennsider it as a h
ition, whether the controveray shall be pacifically ii
nged or not, nor even in what manner it shall be ii
nged. I regard the arrangement now simply a l

ition of time, and I do trust that, in concluding n

lere will be no unnecessary delay. The buai- I
r0T DOin countries, nnu HI corn rn r rr.c gen eranjr, re- n

ea thatit should be concluded as prompi y as c

lible. There is alill another and a higher reason

it should be speedily settled The question is f
of a momentous and delicate character, and .

II nitch, should be settled in order to avoid ad- ,|
e contingencies with the least practicable delay.
irther inducement for despatch in settling the ,|
fon question is, upon it depends the settlement v
te question with Mexico. Until the former is f
ed, there is but slender prospect that the latter (]

be; for so Ion* as the Oregon question ta left
i, Mexico will calculate the chances of a rup- t
between s and Great Britain, in the event of t
eh she would be prepared to make common t
te against us. But when an end ia put to any (
i hope, ahe will a;>eedily settle her difference t
i us. I trust that when we come to eettle it, we

deal generously with her, snd that we will [
re ourselves too just and magnanimous to take 4

antage of her feeblecondition. j
ia this great change in favor of the prospect of i
ing the controversy in inference to Oregon hon- t

>ly, hy negotiation end compromise, which has I
irred since the commencement of the seeeion, i

baa tnada the great difference in the importance c

He bearing of notice on the question of peacoand (
What then was apparently almost hopelaaa, i

t ha now regarded aa highly probable, unless «
w should he some great mismanagement; but )nst <

ampromme Manors hopeless, notice become* more <
ortant in its bearings on the relations of psaoe t
war; and on the other hand, just aa tha chances t
nrvinwntviiaa r». 1 , .. L^. ,

, TyOTJ !!>« !*>*

to r v

important; and hence iia importance at the com- ti
mencement of the Beaeion, and iu comparatively n
little importance now. o

I ehall next proceed to inquire what bearing the ti
nureaaed proapect f < oiri| >r >><11 -e haa oa the peal- a

ion of the Executive, and that of the aeveral por* e
tone of this body, in reference to notice, and the p
Jrcgon queatiou generally. That it la calculated to li
iffcct materially the poaiuon of the Executive, muat a

ie apparent. That he ahould recommend giving b
lotice to terminate the convention of joint occupan- n

y of the territory, with a view of asaerting our
kXclustvc aovereigntv to the whole, according to hia tl
new of our title, when there wae little or no hope it
if compromise, la not at all inconaietent with hia rr

icing prepared to adjuai the difference by com pro- ai

niae, substantially on the ground offered by hun- <>

elf, now when t|irre in a reaionable proapect it (1
nay be effected. Meaauree of policy are neceaaa- «l
fly controlled by circumatancea, and consequently al
rbat may be wise and expedient under certain cur- p
umatances, might be eminently unwise and impoli* ill
ic under different circumstances. To persist in v

icling in the name way under eircufnatancea eaaeri- T
telly different, would be folly and obotiaaey, and al
tot consistency True eonaisteny, that of the s<

irudent and the wise, la to act in conformity with ei

ircumataitcca, aud not to act always ths aame under pi
change of cjrrumstanoaa. There is a prevalent ,pt

rror on this point. Many think that tho very eo- O
onoe of consistency in to set always the same way «

-adhering to the same party, or to the aame mean- th
ires of policy, without regard to change of circum- ac
tancen. Their conniatency ia like that of a phyai- to
ian, who, in the treatment of a highly inflammn- ec

ory fever, would admininler emetica and calomel, E
ot only at the beginning, but at every subsequent to
tage of the diaeaae. ]| it the consistency of a ee

uack, which would be aure to kill the patient, in
he public man who would be consistent in the to
amc way would be but a political quack, and in al
angeroua rases, hie prescription would be not leas or
Hal If then the Executive is now really in of
vor of compromise, notwithstanding the strong
inguage used in hie message rseommanding no- pe
ee, or which 1 have no information that is not aii
ommon to all, it ought not to subject him to the by
harge of inconsistency, but ahouldT be put down In thi
ia change of circumstances to which 1 have ad- en
erted. co
That it ia also calculated to alter the positions taken tic
y the different portions of the Senate, in reference bu
i notice, it no less certain; and that my friends pe
breach 1 will call them) who go for the whole of gn
regon, mutt, I am sure, feel to be the cats with og
lem. Thev cannot, I am confident, have the same mi
itrrast in notice now, when there ie great reaeon to I hi
elieva that the difference will be compromised with of
r without notice, as they ba.l when there wits no th<
ope of compromise. It ia clear, that undsr such to
lange or circumstances, the rcaaon Tor giving as
nice with them haa, in a great measure if not alto Bi
nher, ceased, so that I should not be surprised to to
ad their votes cast against it. un
But I trust that the change lias gone farther, and N<

ist they, by this time, begin to see that there are go
ime doubts as to our title to Jhe whole of Oregon ila
ting clear and unquestionable. It cannot, at least, tai
I regarded as unquestionable, after it has lieen be
tesuoned so frequently and with euch ability du- to
ng this discussion. But if their opinion re- to
ains unchanged as to the clesrneer. of our title, I eoi
tt it to them whether there ie not some deference pla
te to the opinion of the great majority of the Senate of
ho entertain different views? Is there not some-
nng due to the fact, that the majority even of their wa
am political friends, whose patriotism and intelli- vei
snre they cannot regard as inferior to their own, ter
link that our title is not so clear but that a com- wk
rnmiss might be honorably effected/ To put e pet
U stronger question, I ask them, as patriots and ten

ie friends of Oregon, whethrr the fact itself of eo ten
real a division, even among oureslvss, does not af nei
>rd strong reason why the controversy should not by
ieatiled by an appeal to force/ Are they willing, we
i wise and patriotic men, deetrouc of securing the no
hole of Oregon, to plar the country in conflict Th
ith eo greet a power ae England, when the united tar

tpporl and zealous co-operation of all arould ha ior.

dispensable to eupport the country in the contact? tie
appeal to them, in the humbler character, ae party tht
ten, whether they are Juetified in persisting to push ou
course of policy which, whether it should end in tht
ar or not, must terminate in the division end dis- inc
action of their party? ofi
Without pursuing this branch of the eubject fur- on

ler, I shall conclude what 1 had to say in reference am

it, by saying that I, for one, feel and acknowledge be
ie change. Nothing could have induced me to im
ote for notice, in any form, while there wes appa- tio
intly no hope of compromise; but now that there fro
i, I am disposed to do ao, if it should be properly to
unified. in
i am thus brought to the question under eonaide- ter
uion, to which all the preceding remarks were but tlx
reJiminary.shall notice be given to Great Britain thi
) terminate the convention of j >int occupancy? Af-' <Je
tr what has been auid, a few words will suffice to re

espatch it.
v

du
The question is not free from doubt. After a re- P°
iew of the whole ground, I can discover but two lal
»asons in favor of giving it. The first is, to put an 110

nd to the agitation of the Oregon question, which, 00

rithout it, may run into the next presidential elec- lrl

on, and thereby become more difficult of adjust- rri

lent than ever. The other in the apprehension,
lat the government of Great Britain may wait the
nal action of Congress in reference tn notice before na

will move on the subject. Were it not for such nr

pprehenaion, I would be disposed to postpone no- '^1
ice for the present. wl

The next question is, in what form should it be n'
iven, if given at all? I, for one, can, under no rip-
umstances, vote for absolute notice, although I ad- /

"

lit it would lie lesa dangerous now than when recmmendedby the mesnsge. I cannot consent to
P"

ive a vote, which might be construed to imply, that .

here was no hope of compromise, und which might, r

"given in thnt form, leave n doubt in the public ,lind as to the real opinion of the .Senate in reference
) compromise.
Nor can I vote for notice in the form which has ca
een sent to us from the other House. 1 object to dc
as equivocal. If the resolution means simply to bil
eclare that the President may settle the controver- ad
y by compromise, it means nothing, as the Pres- f0|
lent has that right under the constitution, and can in
either be clothed or divested of it by the authority n*
f Congress. But if it be intended as a hint to him no
> settle the question by negotiation and compro- Cei
lise, I object to it for not plainly saying so. I am mi

tierly opposed to all equivocation, or obscure ex- pn
cessions, in our public acts. We are bound to say be
lainly what we mean to say. If we mean negotia- tin
ion and compromise, let us say it distinctly and ry
lainly, instead of sending to the President a reso- J0
jtion on which he may put whatever interpretation p
e pleases. fP,
If we give notice at all, it seems tome, for the thi

easons just stated, it should be substantially as Co
as been proposed by the gentleman from Georgia, | r
Mr. Colquitt,] which plainly expresses the ch
csiro of the Senate that it should be settled he
iy negotiation and compromise. For it I am wi
nclined to vote, as at present advised; but regardtignotice in all its forms as subordinate to settling tn
he controversy without resort to arms, I reserve (hi
ny decision until I am called upon to vote; and then rj,,
shall decide in the affirmative or negative, accord- u
ng as I shall judge that one or the other is best cal- fit
ulaied to advance the end 1 have in view. tjg

I have thus stated my reasons for supporting a co

ompromise, and for favoring, at present, the giving or

if notice. 1 have been governed, as to both, by foi
he circumstances under which I find myself placed,
lut for which I am no ways responsible I am qu
eing the best I can, where I find myself, and not an

irnai l wouiu unuci uuirreni circii mtuance*. oo
nr from being responsible for the present mete *e
if things, I early took my stand against that line of ati

>olicy whi' h has placed ua where we are. i refer w,

o 1843. Then tne Oregon queston for the firm bj
ime assumed a dangerous aspect. After having be
ieen long and frequently brought to the notice of bj
Congress, without exciting atlamion, I then aaw, or hi
hought 1 saw, that it was destined, at no distant aa

wriod, to become an absorbing and dangerous quea- to

ion, and accordingly felt it to be my duty, before I te

iseided on my course in reference to it, to examine aii
t in ali its beanngaa with care and deliberation, or

Vfter much reflection, I came to the concluaion, bt
shich I on that occasion explained, in a speech de- an

irered on the eubjeet. I than saw that there were I
wo distinct lines of policy, which might be pursued: th
me waa to adhere to the convention of 1897; op- cr

iiftmnl to annul iL and alrirtlv clwm re

t( pro'iatone. I *> >h«t tit hough fnr a tim* the ct

onrrnltnn had operated beoeHrially for Great Brit- ol
tin, a period wee at hend when our turn would pt
-oiiit to enjoy ita benefite. Ita operation had, there- te

ofore thrown into her handa the whole fur-trade of p<
he reftioo; and w* had etood, while ehe reaped the II
rieh ha. 'eat, when k wae ia our power it any

-j. _

ime to annul the convention by giving
o(tce. But 1 saw that our forbeuranr*
ompcnsalcd by the advantages which t

on waa about to confer on ua, if wa ahou
'iadom to adopt the proper line of pol
uw them. The increase of our popnlati
rogreas westward were rapidly extendi
entente toward* the Rocky mountain!

'hieh a paea had been discovered but a

efore, winch greatly increased the faciln
icing tba territory.
In thia slate of things, it wa* clear to

tat if we adhered to the convention, an<
* provision*, the progress of event*

lately giv# us a possession of the wholi
» our power to aettle the territory, an

btain possession, waa fur greater than thi
rilain. it* distance from ua waa far Uu
Opruach waa through an open, grassy
Hording great facilities to the active
ioneers or the Weat, who emigrated with
lea and herds, with little expense o

ery different waa tht cast with Grw
'he diatanee to Oregon, by water,
toraa cannot be mu.h leaa than twei
ind mile*.a distance but dittlr ahoi
Hire circumference of the globe; whili
oach to it through her American posses
wea great difficulties to emigration on a I
f all the spots oo tha lace of tha globe no

ilonization.and suserpttblc of batng eoloi
e moat remote from her, and the moat
ceea. She has many eotoiues much oca

which there m much greater facility ofae
|ual anil and climate, ua yet very partial
ven New Zealand in all these respect* i
it. With these great advantages in s«j

tiling the territory, and whteh were year
creasing, it waa clear to my mind that
do waa to adhere to the convention;
its provisions with moat scrupulous I

der to obtain the actual occupation and f
the whole country.
As far as I could perceive, there waa bi
diment in the way, and that was, thai Q
i, in order to prevent us from obtaining j
settlement, might give notice herself to
convention for joint occupancy. But

lanained little apprehension. I had
rreapondence of former negotiations w
in, and my inference was, that *h
it littla value on Oregon, as a
rmunent settlement, and that she h
rat measure, mide up har mind, froi
raphical position, that it would ultima
o Our hands. But be this as it may, I
t see that there wtrrjjreat impedimenta ii
giving such notice, as a-ould preclude
nght of eettliog. She has, indeed, thea

terminate the convention of 1897 that
it i* expressly provided that either ma

itthareis another convention which a
b# still in existence, and to whlrh we
der Spain, are ptrtie* with har. I re

>otka 8ound convention. It is strict
us in it* objects with that of 1827, thoug

- :-a .I:i. .L- r_.._

ns no provision for giving notice, and
annulled by violation. Under it, we,
her own ahowing, have equal right* wit
joint occupancy and settlement, of w

mot be deprived on the ground on v
icei her right* to the territory, without
faith. .

It aeemdti then to rae clear, thnt our tn
a auch a* I have elated: to adhere to
itwin, and let *ettlement detarmineto v

ritory should belong, affording in the m
ta aver facilities wr might think prop*
nple emigrating to the territory, not
it with the provtaion* of the convention
idtng our laws over them personally in 1
, and to the tarn* extent that Q-#it Bi
aat of Parliament. To ma it aaamed c

ought not to go beyond, and that w* a
means extend our laws over it tert

le necessary effects of that would be to el
iff seta to the territory, under an e r p re*

of the constitution, which requires the
> and taxes shall be laid uniformly th
i United States. The restrictions imt
r high tariff duties, on the infant enm
I territory, would go far, not only to dirt
lucement to emigration, but to alienate tlx
its people. To enjoy the bleeamgs of
er the broad Pacific, with its numcrou
il widely-extended coa*t, will prove in t
the strongest inducement to emigratio
pose high duties, would do more to chec.l
n, to alienate, its inhabitants, and snpir

rT,;.. ...... A_..

the Pacific what New England was to th<
its colonial state; and the Orcgonase
id as earnestly for the unrestricted enjo
s trade of the Pacific as New Englandc
st of the Atlantic before the revolution. 1
ed, one of the principal causes which
solution. Should we restrict by our f
lies their infant trade, they might read
wer prepared to extend to them all tl
>es of free trade, to be followed by con«
t difficult to be perceived. Influenced
nsidcrations, 1 came to the conclusion
te policy was to let our people emigrate
rt themselves for the present with as li
ence as possible on our part. In tha
ay possess great capacity from their origin
tive instincts. I would let thorn go t
Uln the country in their own way, giving
e aid, countenance, and support which
ithout extending our authority over th
rially, until it could he properly and saf
tt he it done when it may, great judg
ution will be required, for there lies the
ulty of reconciling their interest with th
stern side of the Rocky mountains.
The other line of policy looked to the
>n by giving notice and taking adverse p
the territory. The bill of 1843, nlrcad
was intended ns the first step. I oppotly because I believed that some of its p

dated the convention, and that the court
ted was highly impolitic. It seemed tc
ed, to require little reflection to perceive
[I should pass, and the policy it ind
opted, that negotiation or war would nt
low; and that, if the former should be rt
the first instance to prevent war, it wou
te either in compromise or war. There
other result. Nor was it more diflicu

ive, that if the question was eompro
ast be on the basin of the 49th parall
st history of the affair, the fart the
e.r frequently offered by us substantially
natum, added to the fact that 49° was th<
on this side of the Rocky mountains
ubt on my mind that, if settled by coir
must not lie on that basis. It is true thi
heretofore on that basis had been reje

at it might thence be inferred that Qrea
uld not accede to it consistently with hi
im not of that impression. Things havi
anged since our offers were made and re

r. Then the advantages under the cc
sre all in her favor; but now they have
ror of us. Then our capacity to settle t
f was small; but now, for reasons alreai
ey are great; and what ia far from being
il, thin increased capacity to settle and
engthens the foundation of our claims t
nrv. Th* mnnntu tn find P.olnni
;u.»us open region not capable of being
Ionized by any other power, goea bac
iginal principle* on which aid claim to te
nnded.
Seeing that atich would nereaaarily be tl
lence of the line of policy indicated bj
d wiahing.to avoid both compromiae at
ok n decided atand againtt it. I waa t
comled in my nppoamon; ao much, that
inding the apparently large majority in
hen the diacuaaion commenced, it ptiaaed
r an equivocal majority of one. I *av e
icauae one of the aenatora fait himaelf en
r accidental eauac* to vote for the meaai
had avowed hie opinion agsinet it. Si

aaion after aeaaion, meaaurea have baen ii
give notice and extend our authorityrritory, with a view ultimately of takir
on of the whole. Aa anticipated, negoi
der to avoid war, followed; and now

-ought to the alternative of compromiae 01

ought to have been foreaeen from the I
again repeat, that I am in no way reapr
ie prevent atate of thinga; and if 1 am rnn

>n*eqnenee to vote for compromiae and r

aponaibiluy reata on my friendn behind r
lurae ha* forced on the government into it
r policy they have puraued. I do not imp
itriotiam; but I cannot,bat think that th<
id their zeel in behelf of the territory, an
alienee of thoee they repreeent to accup;
la control of thair better judgment.

»H»W urvi^ni, wj ura mm

the y.-ar'N to which ! wu opposed, to chooee beta
wouH be promiar and war, t without heaitatma

hevonven- former. In making the choice, I am a<
Id have the no unmanly fear of the consequence*
liey to ae- know that in the existing state of the w<

on, and it* aee neceassay.that the yioet "acred regai
ng our aat- tic* and equity, and the moat cautious pc
i, through not always prevent them. Wnen war a
few years 1 may apfieal to iny past history to pro
ly of rolo- "hail not be found among thoa* who mayI »hall take care never U> contribute by n
my mind precipitate the country info war, when
re#fiected fairly avoided. I am, on principle, oppo*sould ulti- and in favor of peace, because I regard p

> terriiory; positive good, and war as a pneitive et
d thereby good, I shall ever cling to peace, ao loiq
at of Orrat be preserved consistently with the safcti
a, aud the honor of the country; and as opposed i
country, shall ever resist it, eo long an it may be res

tnd hardy aistsnlly with tlie same considerations,
their fam- phaueslly opposed to it in thts rase, bec«i
r fatigue, m iny opinion, ran be preserved eonioau
u Britain boiff, and war avoided without sacrificingfrom her am oppesed to it fur the additional raasoi

ity thou- it would be, in my opinion, highly im
1 of the eonaidernlion never to be overlooked

her ap- question of the kuid is under considerattc
atone op. aacd it as highly impolitic u> this case,
ergs scale, believe that, should we reeoet to it, we w

wwpsnea instead at securing, the two objacts for
lived, it is would be svowedly declared, aa 1 shall
difleult of reed to show.
rer to herf The fiiat is, to secure what is claimed
rasa, with rights to the whole of Oregon, under ti
ly settled, "eh gf Oregon or none." Those who weu
s superior it for that object will, in my opinion, find
ir favor in that "sons" is much naor* probable than '

ly rapidly coming to (his conclusion, I concede to mjall we had men the highest bravery, energy, psirto
to observe intelligence, which can ba claimed for th
Idelity, in these cannot overcome the great obetac
Hveaeaaion we would have to encounter, compared to w

Britain would have in a contest for Ore
it one im- long aa she has a large force in the Kai
Irrat Brit- mains mistress of the Pa< » <*, the grill
xiMsssion place (here a much More eiBrient force, a
terminate less expanse, than we possibly ran at preae
of this 1 would ihere decide the contest in her favoi
read the But were it otherwise, from the nature o
ith atten- teat, Oregon, though the cause of the war,
e plated speedily forgotten. The struggle once begt
place for aoon eaaee to be for Oregon. Higher and
ad, in a powerful motives would aoon guide I hi
n its ge- It would speedily become a struggle foi
tely pats between the great at power in the world on
could not sgainst the most growing on the other,
i her way by all the feehnra belonging to such a
ua from both aides would put forth all their vigor
me right and resources, and, overlooking minor poin
we have, aim to strike the most vulnerable point, a

r give It. each might have the greatest advantage, lea
111 claim* fin to be won or lost a* the rontingen

hold ng mighty a con teat might decide.
>fer to the The next object, an ia alleged, ia to pi
1/ analo- citizens in Oregon. What haa juat hee
It diseim- enough to prove how utterly it must Tail,
r, it con. of protection, war would moat certain
ran only (re them; and that ia a wrong reaaon,
icoording for opposing it. I feel our obligation u
h herself them aa citizens, and brethren, and kindr
thich we have encouraged them lo emigrate, and I
rhieh aha give a vote which, in ray opinion, would
:a breach abandon them. But what war wouM fail

would be certainly accomplished by rompr
ie policy the line offered by the President. There
the r<w of our citizens, it I am correctly inform#)
vhom the north of >. F.alab'iah that line, and wi

ean time give our citizen* in Oregon peace and seen

ir to our with iham full opportunity to realize their
inconsla* eougraung.
, and as* Rut passing from Oregon, I take broader
ika man- and oppose war for roaaona looking lo th
Slain had (aaa nothing to hops from war, be us ret
lenr that it may.- On the contrary, I believe that
hould by successful and triumphant war that could I
itorially. .one in which all would be aocomplishi
rtand our it# moat extravagant advocate aould d«
is provis- for.in which we should conquer th# <
t all du New Brunswick, and Ndvn 8aoiin.in w

roughout should drive the British flag from tha o
msed by and compel Great Britain to yield the t

mere# of treaty, in the abort period of ten years, woul
tinish the aatrou* to us. I allude not to ita ravage!
affection variations.to the oceans of blood that m
frae trade and the manifold Inaaes and miseries whir
a islands accompany the war. They are common to
he end to hut however vividly painted, they have but
n; and to fact in deterring a brave people from a res
It emigre- No doubt theae inflictions would be very ft
ate them contest between two nations of such imme
on will be er, and ao situated as lo be able to do each
Atlantic greatest harm in war and the greatest good

will enn- But as great as the devastation and destr
yment of life would be in such a struggle, they art

re did for lure to be speedily repaired on our side,
t was, in- domitable industry and enterprise of oui

led to the with the great resources of the country, wo

ligh tariff repair the former, while our rapidly incren
ily find a ulation would speedily repair the latter,
ic ndvan- far heavier calamities for a free people thi
lequences though less visible.calamities in their m

by these easily remedied. I refer to permanent ant
that our oua social and political changes, which often
and gov- its train, in the character of the people and
ttle inter- stitutions, A war between us and G. Briti
t respect, as has been described, in which every nervei
and their cle on either side would be strained to thi
here and and every dollar put in requisition which
them nil commanded, could not fail, under present
we could, stances, to work most disastrous, and, I fea
lem terri- ble changes in the social condition of out

ely done, and in their political institutions. To n
ment .and consequences in this respect, which must
great dif- is necessary in look to the immense extent
lat on the it would rage. It would, in all probility,

Mexican and an Indian war, as well as a

terminn- Great Britain, and as sueh would extend
o.asession portion of our entire frontier, including the
y alluded and the Pacific, the inland and exterior, cor
ted it, not a circuit of probably not leas than 7,000 nr
envisions would require, in order to conduct it with
ee it indi- gy necessary to bring it in so short a tie
» me, in- successful termination supposed, especially
that ifthe for mastery, immense exertions on land ar

icated lie Two navies.one on the Atlantic and the
-cestarily the lakes.and six or seven armies, woul
sorted to quired for the purpose, even on the su|
Id termi- that Oregon would tie abandoned. Onenrnt
could be be required on the Mexican frontier, and !<

It to per- sneer at the mention of such a power. Fe<
mised, it now is, when paid and supported by Brit
lei. The and trained and commanded by British
it it had Mexico would prove a formidable ananasan ul- what British skill and training have made o
ibounda- ble Bepoya. The Mexicans are a bravi
, led no hardier people, and, what ia no small poir
ipromise, conatitute the cheapest of all armies. There
it our of- in addition, one to guard the gulf frontier, ai

cted, and guard the southern; another the northern fri
t Britain the Atlantic; another to assail the northeast
er honor, tier on the side of Nova Scotia and New Br
' greatly another to assail the Canadian, and finally a
jected by protect our widely extended Indian front
invention these, iri so mighty a struggle against the g
turned in all powers, putting fo. th her utmost strengt
he coun- require a force, including the two navies
ly stated, less, I would suppose, than 'JOO.OOO men o

immate- ly in pay. The expense would be enormoi
colonixe ofthe most venerable and experienced of out
o the ter- Mr. Gallatin, has estimated it at 65 or 70
xe a eon- of dollars annually, if my memory serves it

ettled or impression ia that it falla far short of theac
k to the end that JI00,000,000 would not be an over

rntory ia supposing ma sum or yuu.uuu.uuu couia i

ally raised by taxation.aaum far greater ll
if conae- timataa, and in my opinion much beyn
r the bill, could be effected.it would leave $50.000,C
id war, 1 ally to be rateed by loana, or a forced papi
'fry ably iation. Now, allowing the war to continm
not with- yeara, there would be incurred a debt in th

ita favor, $500,000,000, according lo theae eatimale
thia body ihat, it ia probable, would fall much aho
iquivocai, reality, assuming the aiim alated ehould be
netrained required. It would be difficult to obtain
lire, after Europe; for,owing to the conduct ofeome of
nee then, in reference to repudiation, and other cauav
n trod need ceaaary to atata, the feeling of Europe woul
over the be generally againat ua, while our own

tg poeaee- would not be eufficieni to raiae the aim
iation, in without a great depreciation of our credit
we are loae of 90, 30, or even 40 per cent., befot

r fighting, mination of the war, in contracting loana,
eginning aeqnenee of the depreciation of our papei
tnaibla for tion. Including all, our public debt woul
rpalled in end of the etruggle, be probably not leaa th
ibtioe, the eeven hundred millions of dollars. But th
ite, whose all.
bythaline We would be plunged into the nape
each their aa deeply aa we were in the days of tne n

sy permit- and would terminate the war with a mortg,
d the up- "c seven hundred millions of dollars on th
r it, to get oar people..for on labor the whole moot

mately, while a largo portion of thia vol
of policy woald go into the pooka* of thooo who

\
't*n com-1 a Mow, nor loot a drop of blood to (b« content, am' "

take the who acquired their gaunt by netting upon lha die
dueled by tree* of lite government u> drive turd and uauriou* C'
af war. I bargain*. In addition, we ahould have iba dtflLult
rrld, warn tank to perform of restoring to a aound aula a M

rd tor jua- 2realty depreciated paper circulation, or of extricating K

ilicy, can- oureelree t'roiu tt whatever way we can.a laak lh

mat coma, winch aannot be performed without greet dlat/eea w

»e ttiat 1 to the country and rutnnua effect to that large and **

falter; but not uaually the enterprising portion of the coramu

ay acta to nily, the debtor*. The effect* of all thta would be f
It can be highly inturtoua to the aoctal relatione of the people

ed to war, A powerful aruCcial clean would be created on one

eace an a alike, tuid a poor and dependent one on the other. ,u

ril. Aa e Nor would tta «tWl on our political tnatilutioni lrl

i mm it can be leea dieaatruu*- A war would obliterate the line lr

1 and the of dtatincuoii, in a greet iiieaaurr between the led u<

n war, I eml end the State government*, by conferring on

u.urd con- ilte former really im reaeed power and influence. lh

I am em- We would beer no more ol" State right*. The fadonepeace, era government would then become a gteat nauooal a"

ently with coneolnleted govern aunt. Our very nucceee would "

either. I give a military impulne to the public mtnd end to *

l, beceuee the character of the government wbtch it would be
politic.e bard, if poeaibte, to overcome, and which would **

when a eeek conquest alter ennt|iieet, until a apirtt would be *

in. I re- angcodeied totally inconeuarrtl with the gentue ol lfl'

because 1 our eyeteru of government. It would then be 111 a

ould loee, etnughl and downward road, which leada to whare ""

which it *0 many free Slates have larrumated their career. lj"
now pro- tt military diapoUem. In the meaa tiaae, am would i1*

have to provide hr three or four aueceeaful general*,
to be our who would eoon be competing for the preetd«tcy;
te cry of and before the generation which waged the war nm

Id go into would have paaeed away, tliejr might pooethly wit- 'P
n the end nee* a conical between hostile geeerale fertbeteu'off"In preme office.a couteat between him who might
r country- compter Mexico, end htm who might conquer Can- *ul
lieni, and mia, terminated by the aword. bat
em. But I appeal in the gentlemen near me.to the warm
lea which ad v ocalea for "ell of uragon or none," regard tea*
hat Greet of thie mighty hexerd, end whnee aeparaUoll from ,n"

gon. Ae uh on thie question I regret, and anlemnly put the luu
it, and re- nueettun to them.1* it for you.you, who aeaume th«
be able to to be democrat* per rtetUtae*.you, who are the lur
ind at far emmica of the payer ayatem, and of all artiffetal
int, which claeaee in society.ia it for you to aupport a oourac > *}
r. o( policy which might lead to luch disastrous con-
f the con- sequences I w«

would be But 1 oppoee war not eimply on ike patriotic Uw
* IJ .MUIII^ rvf a aitiaaa Unlr...ai **a (Urn * 1 U tlTI

in, W'JUIU «*« vanmani iwimn iu mo nrwjuni nnu pros- r*'

far mora peciiy of bia own country, but on sull broader **

i corneal, grounds, aa a friend uf improvement, civilization, ^
r maatery and progress. Viewed In reference to them, at no Ue<
one tide, period baa it aver been ao desirable to preserve the 10'

Actuated general jieace which now bleeseathe world. Never iu
(truffle, ila hialory haa a period occurred ao remarkable aa »t»'

', energy, that which haa »lapeed aince the termination of the lh«
ts would grsst war in Kurope, wuh the bailie of Waterloo, (>w
nd where lor the great advanrea made in all lhaae particulate. '»

ring Ore- Chemical and mechanical discoveriesand inveouona unc

ciee of so have multiplied beyond all former example, adding tha
with their advance to the comforta of life in a degree whi

otect our ( * greaier and more univrraal than all that waa mu
n Mid ie ever known before. Civilization haa during the Eni
Inatead «ame period spread iu influence far and wide, and mat

ly aacri- 'he general progreae in knowledge, and itadiffusion par
with me, through all ranks of society, has ouutnppa I all thai not
> protect had gone befora u. The two great agenta of the ciwl
ed We physical world have become subject to the will of and
will not ma", and mads subservient in hia wanU and ml*
ruin and enjoyments; 1 allude to aieam and electricity, mei

to efleet, under whatever name tha latter may be railed, mei

omiae on The former has overcome (balance both on lend van

are none and water, to an extent of which former nex

1, settled generauona had not the least conception to be her
a at once poaaihle. It lias in effect reduced the Atlantic to pfae
riiy, and half iu former width, while, at the aamc time, it h it p"n'
object in added three-fold to the rapidity of intercourse by a v

land. Within tha aame period, elactricny, the lion
ground,' greatest and most diffused of all known physical ed a

e whole' agents, haa been made the instrument for the trans- that
lull what' mission of thoughts, 1 will not aay with the rapidity «eqt
the meat of lightning, but by lightning itvelf. Magic wires I ac

re waged are stretching themselves jn all directions over th* nesi

ad which earth, and When their mystic mrahes shall Save inae
ire hopa '.wen united and perfected, ->nr globe itself wit! be- waa

Canadas, come endowed with senaitiveneav, ao that whatever whi
'hieh we touches on any one point, will be instantly felt on havi
onunent, every other. All theaa improvamcou.all this in- ed.
vhole by creasing eivilixation .all the progress now making, Ir
Id be die- would ba in a grant measure arrested by a war be- case
i and de. tween us and Great Britain. Aa great aa it in, it is peit
uai flow, but the commencement.the dnwn of n new civilica- liter
h would lion, more refined, more elevated, more intellectual, min

all want; more moral, than the present and all pre, cdine it. Stat*
little ef- Shall it be we who shall incur the high reaponaibili- land
mrt lo it. ty o. retirding its advance, and by such a war as righ
Teat in a this would lie > her i

nee pow- I am, in this connexion, opposed to war between any
oilier (he the Uniietl Sates and ureal Britain. They nre grou
in peace, the two cou itries the farthest in ndvartc« in thia also
netion of great career of improvement and amelioration of the aopr
of a na- condition of our race. Tory nre, besides, the two was

The in- most commercial, and are diffusing, by their wide- ofE
people, ly extended commerce, their blessing* over the that

mid aeon whole globe. We have been raised up by Provi. the
ling pop- dence for these (Treat and noble purposes, and I 'eru
War has trust we shall not fail to fulfil our high destiny, f ever
an these, am, besides, especially opposed to war with Eng- has
itture not land at this time; because I hold that it was now to beer
d mger-1 be decided, whether we nre to exist in future as by t

follow in friends or enemies. War at this time, end fur thia p >h<
their in- cause, would decide in which of the two relntions to o

tin, such we shall hereafter stand. It would give birth to a wou
anil mus- struggle in which one or the other would have to sue- iuev
e utmost, cum'.i ireforo it terminated; and which, in the end. Eng
:ould he might prove ruinous to boih. On the contrary, if to f
circum- war can be avoided, powerful causes are now in op- grov

r, incura- eration, calculated to cement and secure a lasting. ilari
r people, I hope a pe.rpetual.peace between the two coun- ry
talir.e the tries, by brenking down the harriers which impede cess

follow, it their commerce, and thereby uniting them more ill-di
to which closely by a vastly enlarged commercial intercourse, tend
prove a equally beneficial to both If we should now forei
war with succeed in setting the example of free trade between ural
to every us.it would force all other civilized countries to colli
Atlantic follow it in the end. The eonsequehce would he. Con

islituting to diffuse a prosperity greater and more universal suit,
tiles. It than can be well conceived, and to unite by bonds of hers
the ener- mutual interest the people of all countries. But in frcqi
its to the advocating the cause of free trade, I am actuated not havi
in n war less by the political consequences likely to flow the*
id water, from it, than the advantages to be derived from it in term
other on an economical point of view. I regard it in the die- two
Id here- pensation of Providence as one of the great means pect
^position of ushering in the happy period foretold by inspired .

ly would prophets and poets, when war should be no -|yj
rt no one more. £x|
sble as it I am finally, opposed to war, because peace. ja j
ishgold, peace is pre-eminently our policy. There may be 0fj
officers, nations, restricted wi a email territory, hemmed in on ever

iy. See all sides, so eituated that war may be neceMery to .on|
r the fee- their greatness. Suck is not our case. Providence
sr and a has given tie an inheritance stretching across the fln(j
it, would entire continent from East to West, from ocean to p(,n
must be, ocaan, and from North to South, over by far the L.j <

nother to greater and better part of the temperate zone. It
>ntier on comprises a region not only of vast extent, but abun- iq
rrn fron- dant in all resources; excellent in climate; fertile t
unswick; and exuberant in soil; capable of sustaining in the pp,,
nother to plentiful enjoyment of all the necessaries of life a mef)
ier. All population of ten times our present number. Our
reateat of great mission, as a people, is to occupy this vast do- t|eH
h. would msin: to reolenish it with an intelligent, virtuous,
, of not and industrious population; to convert the forests
ontinual- into cultivated fields; to drain the swamps and mo.
us. One rasses, and cover them with rich harvests; to build
citizens, up cities, towns, and villages in every direction, and
millions to unite the whole by the moat rapid intercourse he- jy

tte. My tween all the parts. War would but impede the
tual coat, fulfilment of this high mission, by absorbing the
estimate, means snd diverting the rn->rgict which would be
>e nnnu- devoted to the purpo.-*>. On the contrary, secure \T
tan hers- peace, and time, under the guidance of a sagacious *

nd what and cautious policy, a wise ami masterly inac- "e"'
K)0 annu tivity, will speedily accomplish the whole. I
ir circu- ventured to say a wise and masterly inactivity,
i for ten in despite of the attempt to cast ridicule upon the '*

« time of expression. Those who have made the attempt Prol
s. Kven would seem to confound such inactivity with 'mp

rt of the mere inaction. Nothing can be more un- °"r'

annually like. They are as wide apart as the polls. Tha
loans in one is the offspring of indolence, or ignorance, or in- w**

he States difference. The other is the result of the profound- ,0"

is not ne- eat sagacity and wisdom.a sagacity which looks 1

Id, f fear, into tha operations of the great causes in the phyt- r

resources ical, morel, and political world; which, by their in- "na

required reseent opsratmn, are ever changing the condition
t, with a of nations for good or evil; snd wisdom, which \

e the ter- knows how to use and direct them when acting fh- vali
»r in con- vorably, by alight touches, to facilitate their pro- No.
r cireula- greaa, and by removing impediment which might lota
Id, at the inwart or impede their course.snd not least, have »tre

an six or to wait patiently for the fruits of their operation Thi
is is not Ha who does not undaretand tha difference between h

such inactivity snd mere inaction.the doing of .

r system nothing. is still in the horn-book of politics, with rTl
evolution; out a glimpse of those higher elements of states- J.
tfo of atx menahip by which a country it elevated torrent Icou
labor of neea and prosperity. Time ia operating in our fa-| P

flail ulii- vor with a power now before exerted in fkeor of I "lai
I amount any other people. It u our Jfraat friend;! G
track not ana under tho guidance of «u*h a policy,J I

I -T,., .... via mi ptqpn II w« "W 01other twenty-hee year*; wbtn, with one fool on
te Atlantic and ih* other on the Pacific, and ocu- (
ftnf a iioaition between the eastern and waatern
isaia or lbs old eontiiwnt. we shall be in a positioniwsr calculated to control the commerce of both
wans, and toeMrran influence oeer both continent* jan any other country tn th* world If we »void I»r arid adhere to (wece, all thia Will b* effected.efetad,I trust, without the low of our free popular
solution* I am aware how dtflcult te dta taak to 1

iitt u.mww vTwi mi wiur ipact, IDil ] v '
imtnenae a population; but Wf ar« bleaaed with a

mantotion admirably enJc-ulnied to acrompluh it.
elastir jmwrr ia unequalled, which la to be at-

pibuted ta tu federal character The hope of auceeaa
ipanda on preserving that feature in It* fall perfecm,and adhering to poarr aa our policy. War
ay make ua great; but let it never be forgottenat peace only can make ua both great and free.With a h>w remark* relating to myaail peronny,1 ahall conclude. I have been charged with
tny more etrongty inclined to aeeure the
nexatton ot Texan, than <mr righu toOragon. It
a been attributed to my greater partiality to tbauth than m the Weat. But I am yet to learn |ty Texaa ahould be considered aa belonging to
) South rather then to the Went. 1 alwaysMight that tl formad a part, and nut aa untmport- II part, of the valley of the Miaaimppt; and on
it account, aa well aa for giving greater arrunty ta
» anulhern portion of die valley, the Weet deadua enoaxauon. Beside*, t hare yet to keero
it Texaa ia cmAnod U> a aoulharn lautuda. Ii auppoaad that tt extended far north and weet,lu the latitude of 49P in the neighborhood of the
ml pane of the Rocky mountain*, on which tha
ue of Oregon to u« ao much dapanda. I had
>posed that what art called the aouthern State*1 not no direct and doap an in torem in its annexina* the Weal, but it would aeem, from iantgeheld on the occasion, that in alt ihie I waailxlteu, and that the annexation of Texas wasrale a eouthern queeuon, and only supported by j I iWeet under the expectation of obtaining in reuthe support uf the Soudi to the whole of Orwiuo to it 4U, and, tf neoaesary, at the cartam 1lard of a war.
Hut paaaing by all tbia, and aaautuing that Teens
a purely a aouthern, and Oregon a western qut>.a,1 repel the charge of partiality, and ahall nowtoeed to show, that if a different line of policy Ipursued by me in refereaoe to tba two, it «**
Jttl»£ It flight re ml rtfAiwr «* atw.lA «

iled Una question* in (be manner beat calculated
;T«xl die object in new, and indeed (he only one
which both could be aecured. The circum- '

nee* of the two caaaa were entirely different. In
reaeof Texan, tune waa againnt ua; hi that of
igoo, tune waa with ua; and hence the difference
ny oourae of policy in reference to them. To
leratand the difference it la naaeeaary to premiae,
i Texan had reached that period in her hialory
en it waa clear that the would be compelled to form
male and dependent relatione either with ua or
flrnd, if ahe oonunued independent. But it was
nifeat, if left alone, without any movement on our
I, that her connexion must be with England and
with ua. Bha could extend to Texan cnmmeradrantageafar greaiar than em poaaibly could, O
afford her greater faetliuea in obtaining meana to
BVe bar from her great pecuniary emharraasits.England saw this, and had actually cornicedher movements to svail herself of us adtagea.We, too, parcaived it; and also that anationaffordad the only meana nf counteracting
movement*, and preventing Texan from beinged exclusively under her control. In this emer;y,I wan called to the State Depertmen', with
lew of taking charge of the pending negotiafor annexation. ,1 saw that the time had arrirrhenimmediate and decided action wa* required;
time was against us, and that to rgajst the conlence,boldness and decision were indispensable,

ted accordingly, and suoceos proved the soundiof my policy. It was not a cn»e for masterlyitltrhy. Not no the ease of Oregon, where time
with ua, and hence tbe different line of policy
ch I adopted in reference to it, and whi-h would
b secured the whole, had my edvice I. folic.v.
as has been explained.
one particular my policy wa* the same in both

a. I aimed in each to avoid war and preserve
:e. I cleariy perceived that in annexing Texas
e wa* no danger of war with England, If
aged judiciously. She wa* an independentand had been no acknowledged by Eog,France, and other now r*. She had a
t, as such, t > d spom of hire If, a.id to unite
destinies with oura, if she «.v.v proper, without
ri^ht »n the part of Eog'nn J to resi.u it, or
in I or pretext to mak- w.ir in consequence. I
perceived, that there were nojist grounds to
ehend a Mexican war in consequence She
not in a condition to make war, without the aid
Inglaiid, and there waa no reason to apprehend r

she would be aided or countenanced in it by
latter, aniens, indeed, the Oregon question should
linat'i in a w »r between us and her, in which
it. I regarded a Mexican war nr inavitahle in

lien sta'ed. Thus far my anticipation* have
i rf1Ii7.nl.Texas annexed, and peace preserved,
he policy which 1 pursued. A different line of
cy.one which would have permitted England
biam the esce idency over Texas, which she
Id have acquired without annexation, would have
itably led to n state of things, involving us and
land Anally in war. It would have lieen impossible
>revent feelings of jmlonsy and enmity from
ving up between us and Texaa. The very aimtyof our character and pursuits, and the rivalwhichthey would give birth to, would nosarilylead to that result; while the long and
efined boundary between the two countries, exingfor more than a thousand miles throygh
its, prairies, and navigable rivers, without a natboundaryin any part, would produce frequent
stone between our people and those of Texas,
troversics and conflicts would have been the raTexas,ns the weaker power, would throw
elf upon Great Britain for support; and ware.
uent and bloody wars between ua and her would
i followed. Annexation has fortunately removed
a causes of war. Should the Oregon controversy
mate in peace, every cause of war between the
Countries would be removed, leaving the prosoflasting peace between them.

OTIC® TO THE PATRONS OF
FLORA..Spring has come, and now

he time to transport plants to nay parthe Union..The subscriber ha* for sale 17,000
-blooming roses, and calls the atamtion of all ptrithat wish to transport a faw men to decorate
r gardens to hie establishment, where they will
plants of all sizes and prices; well-established
ts, line sorts, selected by the purchaser or me,
15 to $2 50 per dozen, labelled and packed with

r -|f -t\ 1V

0 garden is complete without an ample supply
he rose, which is justly called the "Queen of
vers," being now esteemed the brightest ornatof floriculture; when once planted it requires but
attention In this latitude. All the Chinese variewillstand the winter without any protection,

'ering profusely six or seven months in the
r, perfuming the air with their delightful fralce.Roses thrive best in a rich sandy loam soil.

JOHN DOUGLASS,
Florist and Seedsman, opposite the State Dept.

larch 11.Imif [Nat. Intel.]
BY A. GREEN, Auctioneer.

ALUABLE HOUSES AND LOT at AUCTION..OnFriday, the 20»h instant, I shall
on the premises, at 5 o'clock, p. m., Lot No. 6,
quare No. 106, fronting north I street, between
and 19th streets, with the improvements, which
two food two-atory brick houses. The aboe*

jertyis handsomely ailtmted, and in a rapidly
roving part of the city, and presents many in-mrnt*to persona wishing to make an invsetit,being convenient to the public office* and the
tern market. The 1st ia large, and will be eold
nit purchaser*, either aaparately or together.
aaMt: One-fourth eaah, balance in 6, 19, and
nentha, for note* bearing interest; a deed given,
a deed of trust taken.

A. QREF..V, Auctioneer.
Fill be added to the above sale, two
lable building Lot*, being Lot No. 8, in square
106, and Lot. No. 19, in square No. 197; both
front north I street, one between 17th and 18th
eta, and the other between 18th and 19th street*.

?t will be eold on the earn* term* a* abr ve.

irch 16 A CJREBN, Auction**^
I D. MOSELEY, United States Attn*

nef. will attend the several State and federal
rts held at Naahville.
'articular attention paid to the collection tf
m*.
idle* in the court-hone* at Naahville, Twuiwi*.rfar 10


